
 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Section B: Unfamiliar fieldwork 

Designing a suitable question for an enquiry  
An enquiry is a question that you set out to prove or disprove. A hypothesis is very similar, 
though it is a statement rather than a question. Both can be either physical or human in nature: 
 Physical enquiries will often look at a natural landscape such as a river or coast and examine 

the processes that form this landscape or the ways in which humans are trying to manage it.  
 How successful is coastal management along the coast at…? 
 How do basin and river channel characteristics influence flood risk along river…? 

 Human enquiries focus on issues in man-made environments, whether urban or rural such 
as economic growth, challenges (housing, transport, waste) and sustainability. Exploring 
issues related to people e.g. ways of life (ethnicity, leisure), ageing or migration. 
 How and why are there variations in quality of life for different census output…? 

 

Identifying risks 
Risk assessments help to understand the risk 
and avoid potentially dangerous situations, 
e.g. walking alongside fast-flowing streams or 
carrying expensive equipment through areas 
of high crime.  
A good risk assessment will also consider what 
to do if a difficult situation arises. 

Data Collection 
Primary data Secondary data 
Fieldwork data which 
you collect yourself – 
first-hand information 
that comes from you 
and people you have 
worked with. 

Information that another person, 
group or organisation has collected. 
Important in providing background 
information and a context for the 
enquiry. It helps to understand 
more about places and the kinds of 
questions that might be relevant. 

Collecting primary data 
 Sample size: More measurements will generally produce 

more reliable data but this is time-consuming, and group 
collection of data can save time. 

 Survey locations/sites: Where and how will data be 
collected? E.g. along transect  

 Accuracy: Calculating averages, repeating measurements… 

Quantitative data Qualitative data 
‘hard’ (objective data) including statistics 
coming from making measurements. 

‘soft’ (subjective 
data) which 
comes from 
asking people’s 
opinions, taking 
photos or making 
sketches. 
 Written site 

descriptors 
 Taking 

photographs 
 Recording 

videos 
 Field 

sketches 

All these techniques need equipment. 3 
types of sampling: 
 Random – selecting a person to 

interview or site to measure, at 
random. Random sampling is 
unbiased as particular people or 
places are not specifically selected. 

 Systematic – working to a system to 
collect data, e.g. every 20m of road 

 Stratified – Stratified sampling - 
dividing sampling into groups, e.g. 
three sites from each section of 
coastline, or five people from each 
age range.  

 Stratified random - random 
samples are taken from within 
certain categories. 

 Stratified systematic - regular 
samples are taken from within 
certain categories. 

 

Presenting fieldwork data 
Method Image When you’d use it Advantages 
Cartographic 

 

To show the data 
collected at 
different 
locations. 

Easier to compare 
patterns and 
locations and shows 
distribution. 

Visual 

 

To show change 
over time. 

Helps to show how 
places have changed. 

Tables  To collate data, 
showing raw date 
that you and your 
group collected. 

Can help to identify 
anomalies. 

Graphical Used to show 
links between 
continuous and 
categoric data. 

Show data and 
patterns clearly – 
easier to read and 
compare than a table. 

 Continuous data – show change along a line of study 
 Categoric data – show classifications 
 Where sample sizes are different, turn raw data into percentages and 

show using pie chart 

Analysis  
 Identify patterns and trends 
 Make links between different sets of data 
 Identify anomalies 
 Explain reasons for patterns 
 
Quantitative techniques 
 Median – middle value 
 Mode – number that appears most 
 Range – difference between highest and 

lowest 
 Quartiles – lower and upper quartiles 
Qualitative techniques 
 Annotations to a photograph or sketch to 

highlight the main features of a place 

Conclusions 
 Refer back to 

enquiry question 
 State the most 

important data that 
supports your 
conclusion 

 Comment on 
anomalies and 
unexpected results 

 Wider geographical 
significance of 
study 
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