(0] 1] Macbeth

Read the following extract from Act 5 Scene 1 of Macbeth and then answer the question
that follows.

At this point in the play, the Doctor and the Gentlewoman watch Lady Macbeth
sleepwalking.

LADY MACBETH Out, damned spot! Out, | say! One, two. Why
then 'tis time to do’t. Hell is murky. Fie, my lord, fie, a soldier,
and afeard? What need we fear who knows it. when none can
call our power to account? Yet who would have thought the old

5 man to have had so much blood in him?

DOCTOR Do you mark that?

LADY MACBETH The Thane of Fife had a wife. Where is she
now? What, will these hands ne'er be clean? Mo more o'that,
my Lord, no more o'that. You mar all with this starting.

10 DOCTOR Go to, go to; you have known what you should not.

GENTLEWOMAN She has spoke what she should not, | am sure of
that. Heaven knows what she has known.

LADY MACBETH Here's the smell of the bload still; all the perfumes
of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand. O, O, O.

15 DOCTOR What a sigh is there! The heart is sorely charged.

GENTLEWOMAN | would not have such a heart in my bosom for
the dignity of the whole body.

DOCTOR Well, well, well —

GENTLEWOMAN Pray God it be, sir.

20 DOCTOR This disease is beyond my practice; yet | have known
those which have walked in their sleep who have died holily in
their beds.

LADY MACBETH Wash your hands, put on your night-gown, look
not so pale. | tell you yet again, Banquo's buried; he cannot

25 come out on's grave.

DOCTOR Even so?
LADY MACBETH To bed, to bed; there's knocking at the gate.

Come, come, come, come, give me your hand; what's done
cannot be undone. To bed, to bed, to bed.

n ‘Lady Macbeth is a female character who changes during the play.’
Starting with this moment in the play, explore how far you agree with this view.
Write about:

+ how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in this extract

s how far Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth as a female character who changes in

the play as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]
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Macbeth

Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 2 of Macbeth and then answer the question
that follows.

At this point in the play, the Captain tells Duncan about Macbeth's part in the recent
battle.

CAPTAIN

Doubtful it stood,
As two spent swimmers that do cling together
And choke their art. The merciless Macdonald —
Worthy to be a rebel, for to that

5 The multiplying villainies of nature
Do swarm upon him — from the Westem Isles
Of kerns and galloglasses is supplied,

And Fortune on his damnéd quarrel smiling,
Showed like a rebel’s whore. But all's too weak,

10 For brave Macbeth — well he deserves that name —
Disdaining Fortune, with his brandished steel,
Which smoked with bloody execution,

Like Valour’s minion carved out his passage
Till he faced the slave,

15 Which ne'er shook hands, nor bade farewell to him,
Till he unseamed him from the nave to th'chaps
And fixed his head upon our battlements.

Starting with this speech, explore how far Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a violent
character.

Write about:

+ how Shakespeare presents Macbeth in this extract

+ how far Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a violent character in the play as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]
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Macbeth

Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 3 of Macbeth and then answer the question
that follows.

At this point in the play, after receiving The Witches’ prophecies, Macbeth and Banquo
have just been told that Duncan has made Macbeth Thane of Cawdor.

10

15

20

BANQUO

But 'tis strange,
And oftentimes, to win us to our harm,
The instruments of darkness tell us truths;
Win us with honest trifles, to betray’s
In deepest consequence. —
Cousins, a word, | pray you.
MACBETH [Aside]

Two truths are told,

As happy prologues to the swelling act
Of the imperial theme. — | thank you, gentlemen. —
This supernatural soliciting
Cannot be ill, cannot be good. Ifill,
Why hath it given me eamnest of success,
Commencing in a truth? | am Thane of Cawdor.
If good, why dao | yield to that suggestion,
Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair
And make my seated heart knock at my ribs
Against the use of nature? Present fears
Are less than horrible imaginings.
My thought, whose murder yet is but fantastical,
Shakes so my single state of man that function
Is smothered in surmise, and nothing is,
But what is not.

Starting with this moment in the play, explore how Shakespeare presents the attitudes of

Macbeth and Banquo towards the supernatural.

Write about:

+ how Shakespeare presents the attitudes of Macbeth and Banquo towards the
supernatural in this extract

+ how Shakespeare presents the attitudes of Macbeth and Banquo towards the
supernatural in the play as a whole.
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[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]
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Macbeth
Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 5 of Macbeth and then answer the
question that follows.

At this point in the play, Lady Macbeth is speaking. She has just read Macbeth’s
letter telling her about his meeting with the three witches.

LADY MACBETH
Glamis thou art, and Cawdor, and shalt be
What thou art promised; yet do | fear thy nature,
It is too full o'th’'milk of human kindness
To catch the nearest way. Thou wouldst be great,
5 Art not without ambition, but without
The illness should attend it. What thou wouldst highly,
That wouldst thou holily; wouldst not play false,
And yet wouldst wrongly win. Thou'dst have, great Glamis,
That which cries, 'Thus thou must do' if thou have it;
10 And that which rather thou dost fear to do,
Than wishest should be undone. Hie thee hither,
That | may pour my spirits in thine ear
And chastise with the valour of my tongue
All that impedes thee from the golden round,
15 Which fate and metaphysical aid doth seem
To have thee crowned withal.

Starting with this speech, explore how Shakespeare presents ambition in Macbeth.
Write about:

+ how Shakespeare presents ambition in this speech
+ how Shakespeare presents ambition in the play as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]



Macbeth

Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 5 of Macbeth and then answer the question

that follows.

At this point in the play Lady Macbeth is speaking. She has just received the news that

King Duncan will be spending the night at her castle.

The raven himself is hoarse
That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan
Under my battlements. Come, you spirits
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,
5 And fill me from the crown to the toe topfull
Of direst cruelty; make thick my blood,
Stop up th'access and passage to remorse
That no compunctious visitings of nature
Shake my fell purpose nor keep peace between
10 Th'effect and it. Come to my woman's breasts,
And take my milk for gall, you murd'ring ministers,
Wherever in your sightless substances
You wait on nature's mischief. Come, thick night,
And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hell,
15 That my keen knife see not the wound it makes
Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark,
To cry ‘Hold, hold!'

Starting with this speech, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth

as a powerful woman.
Write about:

« how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in this speech
+ how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in the play as a whole.

[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]

Macbeth

Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 7 of Macbeth and then answer the question

that follows.

At this moment in the play, Macbeth has left the banquet he and his wife are holding for

Duncan, and his wife has come to find him.

LADY MACBETH
He has almost supped. Why have you left the chamber?
MACBETH
Hath he asked for me?
LADY MACBETH
Know you not, he has?
MACBETH
We will proceed no further in this business.
5 He hath honoured me of late, and | have bought
Golden opinions from all sorts of people,
Which would be worn now in their newest gloss,
Not cast aside so soon.
LADY MACBETH
Was the hope drunk
10 Wherein you dressed yourself? Hath it slept since?
And wakes it now to look so green and pale
At what it did so freely? From this time,
Such | account thy love. Art thou afeard
To be the same in thine own act and valour,
15 As thou art in desire? Wouldst thou have that
Which thou esteem’st the ormament of life,
And live a coward in thine own esteem,
Letting | dare not wait upon | would,
Like the poor cat i'th'adage?
MACBETH
20 Prithee, peace.
| dare do all that may become a man;
Who dares do more is none.

Starting with this moment in the play, explore how Shakespeare presents the marriage

between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth.
Write about:

+ how Shakespeare presents their relationship at this moment in the play
+ how Shakespeare presents their marriage in the play as a whole.

[30 marks]
AD4 [4 marks]



Macbeth

Read the following question from Act 5 Scene 3 of Macbeth and then answer the question
that follows.

At this point in the play Macbeth is under siege from the English army.

MACBETH
Bring me no more reports; let them fly all:
Till Birmam wood remove to Dunsinane,
| cannot taint with fear. What's the boy Malcolm?
Was he not born of woman? The spirits that know
5 All mortal consequences have pronounced me thus:
‘Fear not, Macbeth; no man that's born of woman
Shall e’er have power upon thee.' Then fly,
false thanes,
And mingle with the English epicures:
10 The mind | sway by and the heart | bear
Shall never sag with doubt nor shake with fear.
Enter a Servant
The devil damn thee black, thou cream-faced loon!
Where got’st thou that goose look?

Starting with this speech, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a
hero.

Write about:
. how Shakespeare presents Macbeth in this speech
. how Shakespeare presents Macbeth in the play as a whole.

[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]



